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Level One Class Fifteen:  Tarot, Part One

Preparation
Find a tarot deck to study

Questions to consider:
What is the Tarot?
What are some ways it can be  used?
How can the Tarot be used as a tool for counseling?
What are the three types of Tarot cards?

Study:
Tarot preparation
Tarot Basics
The Major Arcana
The Minor Arcana
The Court Cards

Activity:
Prepare and consecrate your deck
Go through your entire deck and determine possible meanings for each card

Recommended Reading:
Tarot Made Easy - Nancy Garen, 1989 Fireside Books
Tarot Games - Cait Johnson & Maura D. Shaw, 1994 Harper San Francisco
The Principles of Tarot - Evelyne and Terry Donaldson, 1996, Harper Collin
Power Tarot - Trish MacGregor and Phyllis Vega, 1998, Fireside Books
The Magick of the Tarot Ð Shanddaramon (online book)

Follow-Up
Send me the answers to the above questions
Enter all information in your BoW



Tarot Preparation

Uses of the Tarot
personal meditation
creative thinking
ceremonial magick
ritual markers and symbols
personal divination for spiritual growth or questions
divination for others

Choosing A Deck
Preparing your deck

read the enclosed book
go through each card and personally relate to it
shuffle the deck and put your energy into it
wrap cards in a cloth and put in a bag (keep the box)
consecrate the deck

Clearing A Deck
smudge with incense or candle smoke
complete clearing can be done by putting cards in original order

Preparing for a reading
prepare your area by banishing, cleansing, and/ or purifying
place down an altar cloth or special cloth
do an invocation and light a candle
shuffle the deck and ground and center
ask question (or have client ask question)
choose a spread related to the question
cut deck (or have client cut deck - observe)
spread out cards and pick according to chosen spread



Tarot Basics

Three types of cards
major arcana - shown with roman numerals  and words
minor arcana -  shown with Arabic numbers and four suits
court cards - shown with pictures of people in three or four categories

and four suits

The Major Arcana

Describes major forces
Tells of the components needed for a successful spiritual journey

Number Card Spiritual Lesson
0 fool beginning the journey

I magus seeking the spiritual male (God)

II priestess seeking the spiritual female (Goddess)

III empress seeking the earthly female (mother)

IV emperor seeking the earthly male (father)

V heirophant becoming the teacher, alchemist

VI lovers learning unselfishness, balance, love

VII chariot learning perseverance, direction, take control

VIII adjustment learning understanding, fairness, decision, justice

IX hermit learning introspection, silence, meditation

X fortune learning about flexibility, luck, the wheel of cycles

XI lust learning to overcome overt desire

XII hanged man learning modesty, sacrifice, to see a different view

XIII death learning about ending, renewal

XIV art learning about creativity, reworking, combining

XV devil becoming the trickster, joker

XVI tower overcoming old ways, old obstacle

XVII star developing sincerity, hope, hidden wisdom

XVIII moon developing gentleness, intuition, feminine qualities

XIX sun developing strength, growth, male qualities

XX aeon developing patience, wise decisions, a new era

XXI universe incorporating wholeness, union



The Minor Arcana

Describes minor forces
combines the use of numbers with the symbolism of the four elements

the numbers - forces involved in creating the cosmos and mankind
the four elements - the basic components of the foundation of life

Suits
Swords (Air) ‐ thinking, communication, mental health, visualization, travel
Wands (Fire) ‐ outer emotions, relationships, life energy, emotional health
Cups (Water) ‐ inner emotions, spirituality, alternative healing
Disks (Earth) ‐ physical, financial, business, physical health

Numbers
Ace) story of creation: the one true essence comes into existence

meanings: beginning, purity
2) story of creation: the one looks for itself and divides into opposites

meanings: change, division, separation
3) story of creation: the two create life

meanings: reunion, balance, birth, creation, short travel
4) story of creation: a home is created for life to inhabit

meanings: foundations, home, meetings,  long travel
5) story of creation: humankind is created but greed creates loss

meanings: cycles, loss, humanity
6) story of creation: humankind learns the lesson of loss and regain

meanings: learning, insight, gain, expansion
7) story of creation: humankind learns personal and spiritual love

meanings: spirituality, mystery, luck, love, spirit, philosophy
8) story of creation: death/rebirth is created for change and renewal

meanings: achievements, infinity, cycle of birth/death, health
9) story of creation: creation and learning is accomplished

meanings: completion,  ending, resolution
10) story of creation: a new direction in creation and learning begins

meanings: commitment, a new start



The Court cards
describes types of people based on age and experience
describes people based on strong elemental factors
describes elemental combinations

Card element person influence
Princess earth young female material, money, power, home

Prince air young male intellectual, creativity, travel

Knight fire older male energetic, sexual, productive

Queen water older female spiritual, emotional


